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THIRD COLLEGE CONFERENCE. 


The Third Conference of College Students 
met in connection with the last International 
Convention of Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions, in Cleveland, Ohio, May 25-29. 

Eighty-three students, representing forty- 
one Colleges in fourteen States, the District 
of Columbia and Province of Ontario were in 
attendance. 

In addition to participating in the regular | 
sessions of the Convention, they held three 
separate meetings which were devoted to Con- 
ference concerning the several kinds of work 
peculiar to a College Association. 

The College Bible class and prayer meeting, 
individual work, the development of foreign 
and home Missionary interest, and work in the | 
College neighborhood were fully discussed and | 
many practical suggestions made, which will 
doubtless lead to the more thorough prosecu- 
tion of these important departments of Chris- 
tian effort in College. 





} 


The Conference authorized the issue of three 
circular letters: the first one to College Asso- 
ciations informing them in regard to the en- 
couraging progress of the work, the second 
to Colleges where Associations are not yet | 
formed, urging the importance of the work and 
inviting them to unite with the Inter-Collegate 
organization, and the third to students in Col- 
leges located at Foreign Mission stations, ex- 
tending to them the fraternal greeting of the 
Christian students of America, and suggesting | 
such an interchange of correspondence as will 
strengthen the ties of Christian love which unite | 
them and us, encourage them in a firm | 
adherence to the faith, and enlarge our sym- 


pathies in behalf of the foreign work. This | 


of the BuLieti. 

The College meeting in the Convention was 
enthusiastic and practical. The topic, Work 
among College Students, was opened by Prof. 
W. G. Frost of Oberlin College. Rev. J. O. 





Barrows of Constantinople, Missionary of the 
Congregational Church, followed Prof. Frost, 
and made an earnest appeal in behalf of the 
young men of Turkey. The address of Mr. 
Barrows was followed by a scene which will 
never be forgotten by the members of the 
Convention. 

The College Secretary, in taking charge of the 
meeting at this point, requested the College de- 
legates to come forward and join in singing, 
‘* All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” The gen- 
eral uprising which followed, and the outburst 
of applause with which the Convention greeted 
the large representation of students, kindled an 
enthusiasm rarely beheld, and the majestic 
stanzas of Old Coronation rang out like’a shout 
of victory. And then the meeting was opened for 
the students to speak and testify to their appre- 
ciation of the importance of the College Work. 
Prof. Wm. Libbey of Princeton struck the key 
note, and was followed by many other dele- 
gates each eager to give expression to the feel- 
ings which the occasion had inspired. Many a 
College Alumnus in the audience had his heart 
moved as he recalled similar meetings in his 
student life. One of the most impressive fea- 
tures of the meeting occured at its close, when 
Mr. Larson, astudent in the National Deaf Mute 
College at Washington, D. C., recited in the 
language of signs, ‘‘ Jesus, lover of my Soul.” 

In saying that this Conference was the most 
profitable one ever iield, we only give utterance 
to a fact which we believe will call forth a simi- 
lar statement at each succeeding Conference. 
The work is progressing, the number of Asso- 
ciations is increasing, the field is becoming 
better understood, and the outlook at present 
is such as, leads us to expect a year of unpre- 
cedented activity and fruitfulness. 


—— 


“Be that gorth forth and fHeepeth, bearing precious 


seed, shall doubtless come apain With rejoicing, bring- 
ing bis sheabes with him.” —Psaim 126: 6. 
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What definite work are you going to do for 

Christ during this college year ? 
Sie Sal 

The College Young Men’s Christian Association 
exists for the purpose of cultivating the entire 
field of Christian work in College. That field 
embraces : 

trst.—The maintenance of a live College 
prayer meeting. 

Second.—The study of the Bible. 

Third.—Individual work. 

Fourth—The developement of Foreign and 
Home Missionary interest. 

Fifth.—Work in the College neighborhood. 

Is your Association cultivating the entire field? 

EE Sa 

Every member of every College Association 
should read The Watchman, the International 
paper of the Y. M.C. A. It contains information 
and suggestions which no One can ailord to Le 
deprived of. It is issued semi-monthly and costs 
but one dollar a year. Let it be placed in 
every College reading room, and let the Associ- 
ations make up clubs of individual subscribers, 
forward them to the College Secretary, and he 
will have the paper sent. 

—— 

Large delegations of students are attending 
the State Conventions this Fall. The Secretary 
has attended the Conventions of Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Iowa, in all of which he met 92 
students from 24 Colleges, This means that the 
practical enthusiasm of these assemblies of 
Christian workers is being communicated to 
24 Colleges where are gathered 5,000 students. 
The results which are bound to follow such in- 
fluences cannot be overestimated. 
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Twelve Colleges in New England, New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania sent 25 studenis to the 
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania Conventions. 
Yale, Brown, Williams, Amberst, Bowdoin, 
Princeton, La Fayette and Haverford, were 
Some good Bible class work 


among the number. 
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was reported and one of the immediate results 
already reported is a Bible class formed in 
Princeton, 42 being at the first meeting. 
So 

We publish in this Botierr a brief suggestive 
article written for The Watchman by Dr. John G. 
Cecil, of Louisville, Ky., a recent graduate of one 
of the Medical Colleges located there, and an 
active worker in the Medical Students Y. M. C. A. 
in that city. We trust this article will be care- 
fully considered by the General Secretaries of 
Associations in cities where Medical Colleges are 
located. This particular branch of students’ work 
must be carried on in connection with the city 
We shall 


be glad to correspond with General Secretaries 


Association if it is done successfully. 


in regard to this work, and we suggest that they 
communicate with Dr. Cecil, Y. M. C. A., Louis- 
ville, for such additional information as they need 
regarding this very interesting and important 
field of work. 


sealed 

We shall publish in our next number an 
account of the World's Convention of Y. M. C. A., 
which met during the past summer in London 
Lack of space prevelits its appearance in this 
number. 


— 
REPORT OF LAST YEAR’S WORK. 

During the College year, 1880-’81 the Inter- 

Collegiate work has been prosecuted in accord- 

ance with the following plan and with the results 

indicated. 

I. Correspondence.—Au extensive correspondence 

has been carried on with Associations, and 


also with Colleges where the work is not or- 


ganized. 1500 letters have been written by 
the Secretary in which information and 


suggestions have been given concerning the 

object and methods of work. Many College 
Associations have also exchanged letters 
through their Corresponding Secretaries and 
Committees. 

IL. Publication.—Seven issues or 40,000 copies of 
the CoLLeGe BuLLETIN have been distributed. 
One copy a month has been sent to every 
member of every Association, and six copies 
to Colleges where Associations have not 

been organized. The Watchman has in- 

creased in circulation, and subscription for 

The Gospel in all Lands has been urged, in a 

number of cases with success. By reading 
this Evangelical Missionary Magazine, stu- 
dents are kept informed in regard to the 
progress of Missions in all parts of the world. 

IIL. Conventions.- The Secretary attended one 
District, one International, and nine State 
Conventions where were assembled 230 stu- 
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dents. In addition to these, 80 students | 9. Revivals of religion have occurred in many 


have represented their colleges at 10 other | 
Conventions. In all of these conventions | 


the College work was carefully discussed, and 


the students returned to their Colleges with | 


more practical ideas and deeper convictions 
concerning the importance of vigorously or- 
ganized Christian work. 

IV. College Visitalion.—55 Colleges in 17 States 
and Canada were visited, and the work care- 
fully brought to’ the attention of at least 
5,000 students. In addition to the public 
presentation of the work, and the conduct of 
such devotional meetings as opportunity 
afforded, many private interviews were held 
with small groups of students, and an effort 
made to awaken the interest of each student 
in at least one special phase of the work. 
The principal thought emphasized in this 
work is that, asthe International organization 
exists for the purpose of stimulating in- 
dividual individual 
Association is formed for the purpose ol 


Associations, so the 


leading individual members to recognize and 
discharge their whole duty. 

Results. —The collected from the 

Associations at the close of last College year in- 


reports 


dicate the following progress in the work : 
1. 120 College Associations are now at work, 24 
of which were organized last year. 


2. These Associations contain a membership of | 


over 6,000 students. 

3. All of the Associations conduct Students’ 
Prayer Meetings. 

4. 47 have Bible Classes, 

5. 57 hold Monthly Missionary Meetings. 

6. 46 are engaged in work in the College neigh- 
borhood. . 

7. Nearly all of the Associations have adopted 
the College Y. M. C. A. Constitution, drawn 
up by the second International Conference of 
students. By this means a uniformity of 

method is secured which facilitates the efforts 


of the International Committee to aid indi- | 


vidual Associations. The students are enabled 
to discuss their work far more intelligently 
in Conventions where all have the same 
methods, and as a very important result of 
the adoption of the Constitution, the Associ- 
ations are enlarging their field of operations. 

8. 80 Colleges observed the Day of Prayer for 
Colleges on the last Thursday of January. 
In accordance with a request made in a cir- 
cular issued by the Secretary previous to that 
day, a large number of students engaged in 
individual work among the unconverted with 
the most encouraging results. 


Colleges as a direct result of Association 

work. We would be cautious in making ex- 

act numerical statements in this connection, 

but for the encouragement of the twenty-five 

students, who, when inaugurating ths 

movement, said, ‘The work will pay if it 

results in the salvation of but one student ” 

as well as for the encourag@ément of the 6,000 

students now connected with the College 

Associations, we feel it important to state 

that over 1100 students are reported as hav- 

ing professed Christ during the past year in 

Colleges where the Association is organized, 

Shall we not, in view of what the Lord has done 

for us, attempt and expect far greater things dur- 
ing the present year ? 


een) ome 


WORK AMONG MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

Now that the season for medical colleges to- 
reopen is at hand, allow me to make a few sug- 
gestions to the General Secretaries concerning 
work among medical students. 

Every Secretary whose work is in a city where 
medical students congregate, unless he is al- 
ready doing something for them, owes them a 
duty which he cannot longer afford to postpone. 
It is a work the vast importance of which can- 
not be overestimated, and one which must not 
be ignored. It is a work which if done wisely, 
will undoubtedly receive God’s blessing, and 


| one the benefits of which will quickly be ap- 


parent. 

It is no excuse that medical students have 
the reputation of being a ‘ hard set,” but rather 
a reason, even if it were true, that something 
should be done by the Young Men's Christian 
Association to correct this allegation. Upon 
closer acquaintance with them, as many gentle- 
men and Christians can be found in proportion 
to their number, as in any other class of young 
men. 

No set of rules will be applicable to every 
place. Every Secretary should act on his own 
judgment. A few general suggestions may be 
of use 

Do not let failure or rebuffs discourage you; 
they will probably come to every one 

1. The General Secretary should go in person 
to visit the colleges ; make the acquaintance of 
the students; extend invitations to visit the 
rooms; give them awarm grasp of the hand 


and a kind word of greeting. 
2. Invite them to the reading-room by circu- 
lars and any other well chosen method. Put 


the best medical journals on your tables. 
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3. Early in the season (by the middle of | COLLEGE ITEMS. 
October) give a social reception especially for §tate University, ANN Arnon, Micu.—The 
medical students. | Association begins the year’s work with a vigor 


4. Arrange for them special religious exerci- which promises success. We are in receipt of 
ses, either in the rooms or elsewhere. Issue | their Monthly Bulletin, which is fall of valuable 
cycnlars of invitation to be distributed at the | information and pointed sugestions concerning 
colleges to these meetings. | the work. 

5. Seek out and encourage the professing . . 

Christians among them to take active part in Yale College, New Haver, Comm. —At the 
i. enseeinen | close of last College year, The Christian Social 

6. Let your ultimate aim be the formation of | Union in Yale was changed to College Young 
{ Men's Christian Association. This movement 
| was the result of thorough inquiry and careful 

consideration concerning the importance of 


a medical branch of the Young Men’s Christian 

Association. Give them something they can call 

their own, and you have made a long stride . : rags 

into their favor.— Contributed by Dr. Jno. @. Cecil, | ter-Collegiate Christian work. The new 
cote EF | Association in Yale receives a hearty welcome 

of Louisvilie, Ky. | teas . 

| from every College Association in the country. 
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR YOUNG MEN. State Agricultural College, Lanstxe, Micu. 
In accordance with a resolution adopted by the | —'The religious society of this institution has 
World’s Conference, also by our International just adopted the College Constitution and en- 
Convention, the second Sunday in November will | tered the Inter-Collegiate Organization. We 
be observed asa Day of Prayer for young men | cordially greet this new Association and sin- 
and Young Men’s Christian Associations through- | cerely hope their example may be speedily 
out the world. followed by every College in Michigan which 
The College Association will, it is hoped, arrange | has not yet organized. 


for the suitable observance of this day. If the | 

College prayer-meeting does not occur on Sun- Vanderbilt University, Nasuviiie, Tenn. 
day, arrange a special meeting for some hour | “ We haveopened well here this year. We have 
of the day which will be best suited to the | 22 excellent room forall our meetings. Our read- 
convenience of the students. It is a good idea to | ing-room also is quite an addition, and will aid 
hold the meeting in some place which will | "S much in our work. But best of all,our workers 
secure the attendance of the public. Ifthe meet- | @te all aflame with zeal in the work. We have 
ing be thoroughly announced, and careful materialized, now we want to become spiritual- 
arrangements made for its conduct, it will be the | ized. 

means of interesting many persons in the work Hampden-Sidney College, Prixce Epwarp 
who are almost entirely unacquainted with it. | Co., Va.—Information lately received leads us 
Let one or two members of the Association make | ¢o expect the formation of an Association in this 
brief statements concerning the growth, extent, College at an early day. 


and object of the work in general, and the College , : ; 
work in particular. The time of the meeting | Se University, La eee 
should not, however, be entirely occupied with | College aasane eam dine wn nti amet a 
addresses, but nearly all of the hour should be | tary Munhall, visited this Association recently. 


devoted to prayer. | We learn that their work is making steady 
Let us, in the first place, offer thanksgiving to | PPOSTe**- 

God for the blessings which have attended! Mbhlton College, Muron, Wis.—The A-soci- 

our work during the past year. In the second | ation here has decided to unite with the Inter- 

place let us pray for the extentsion of the work | Collegiate organization. 


throughout our country and the world. In Illincis Wesleyan University, Buoomrxc- 


1e third place let us pray for young men in all | Aden . “ 
ane ‘ie " ' r AO bp; . | ron, Ill.—An Association has just been organized 
conditions of life and in all countries; and, finally, 


|in this institution. This gives Illinois twelve 
let us pray for students, both of our land and the | raha? ae p 
: College Associations all of which are doing 
old world, and particularly for students who have | ~, 
; vigorous work. 
lately been converted from heathenism, and for | 
those in Missionary Colleges who have not yet! Knox College, Gatespure, IL1.— State 
come to a knowledge of the truth. Secretary Brown recently spent a very pleasant 
Who can tell what our God will do for us in | Sunday with this Association. He reports the 
answer to the believing prayer of a prayer-meet- work as in good condition. The Missionary 
ing which encircles the globe ? | interest in Knox is on the increase. 
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